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THE Vice-Chancellor’s Cultural 

Evening this year is linked to an 

exhibition with the interesting title  

Re...Sponse featuring invited artists 

with links to NMMU whose works 

have been to a selected for Nelson 

Mandela Metropolitan Art Muse-

um’s permanent collection. 

“The evening on 14 October at 

the NMM Art Museum showcases 

NMMU’s art, music and culture in 

academic fashion to industry leaders, 

stakeholders in civic society and the 

media,” says Marketing and Corporate 

Relations Director Pieter Swart.

The artists include alumni, senior 

students and staff. The evening will be 

complemented by a musical perform-

ance by the Music Department’s top 

students and the NMMU choir. 

A catalogue, featuring the  

RE...SPONSE artworks, will include 

articles by Vice-Chancellor Prof Der-

rick Swartz, Philosophy lecturer and 

Researcher of the Year, Prof Bert Ol-

ivier and the School for Music, Art and 

Design Director Mary Duker, along 

with essays by Research Associate Prof 

Gregory Kerr, and retired academic 

Jennifer Ord. 

In another art-related event, 

award-winning Johannesburg-based 

architect Peter Rich will present the 

Milde McWilliams Memorial Lecture 

on 22 October in Building 123. Peter 

is an honorary fellow of the American 

DRESSING UP ... Finance’s Erika Lambrechs and Denise van der Merwe and Library’s Pamela Nyokwana were 
among the almost 400 staff members enjoying the Staff Association Spring Function on Casual Day 3 September. 
Denise attracted the attention as a shepherdess with her little angora goat kid enjoying the sunshine. Many staff 
participated in the fun walk, lunch and lucky draws.     

Art, fashion and music highlights planned for end of year

VC’s Evening focuses on art

Institute of Architects (AIA) and is the 

first architect among designers to re-

ceive the SA ABSOLUT VISI Designer of 

the Year Award this year.

Our Art Departments’ award-

winning student designs will be 

showcased in various exhibitions in 

October and November featuring 

emerging graduate and postgraduate 

talent in photography, graphic design, 

fashion & textiles, painting, sculpture, 

printmaking, glass and ceramic art.  

(See page 2.)

On the music front, Music Depart-

ment staff and the piano and brass 

studios will present concerts soon. 

Be sure to diarise the end of year 

staff and long service awards function 

on 7 December in the South Campus 

Indoor Sports Centre, where a boat 

cruise will be the main lucky draw 

prize. 

The Staff Association’s year-end 

function takes place on 3 December. 
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Briefs 
Service award

Awards 

PRE-TERTIARY student of Music’s 

Prof Erik Albertyn, Dylan Barker, 

won the high school section of 

the local SASMT (SA Society of 

Music Teachers) Competition on 

21 August at NMMU.
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THREE academics received Young 

Service Research Awards at the 

annual International Service Man-

agement Research Symposium 

in August in Mauritius. Industrial 

and Organisational Psychology’s 

Michelle Paddey (above left) 

and Chantel Harris (right) pre-

sented a paper on international  

students’ perceptions of service 

quality in tertiary institutions. 

Chantal Rootman of Business 

Management covered customer 

retention in British and Cana-

dian retail banks with lessons for 

South Africa. Prof Madéle Tait 

of Marketing and Gary Sharp 

of Mathematical Statistics also  

attended the conference. 

INTERNATIONAL Education Of-

fice Director Dr Nico Jooste has 

received a special recognition 

and long service award from the 

International Education Asso-

ciation of South Africa (IEASA) for 

his service over the years.

 Dr Jooste has been part of the 

leadership of IEASA, developed 

a marketing policy document, 

steered the editorial direction of 

the “Study South Africa” guide 

and is currently the Chair of 

the Publications Committee of 

IEASA. 

He was the first Chair of the 

Directors Forum, and compiled 

the “10 years of IEASA history” 

in 2007, a key reference work  

for IEASA.

Music winner

SELECTED NMMU projects ACTS, 

InnoVenton, and the Pebble Bed 

Modular Reactor were ranked the 

most highly for their contribution 

to the university’s core business 

and their connectedness to society 

in a study by the Centre for Higher 

Education Transformation (CHET).

With the assistance of CPID’s Dr 

Charles Sheppard, CHET conducted 

case studies of seven African coun-

tries and the role of higher educa-

tion in development. NMMU was  

the South African case study. The 

team of CHET researchers conduct-

ing interviews with NMMU academ-

ics and researchers in 2009, ranked 

our research/engagement projects 

very highly compared to other uni-

versities from Uganda, Kenya, Bot-

swana and Tanzania, says Strategic 

Planning Director Prof Heather Nel.

22 October
Milde McWilliams Memorial 

Lecture
Building 123 - 15:00

18 – 22 October
The Collective (Design) - 

Graduate Showcase  
Art and Design Building  

North Campus 09:00 – 16:00 
 

               22 October  
The Collective (Fashion) - 
Graduate Fashion Show  

Goldfields Auditorium 
 North Campus 19:30  

  
30 October 

Brass Studio Concert
Dutch Reformed Church, 

Summerstrand, 18:00

10 November 
Music Staff Concert 

    South Campus Auditorium 
19:30

                15 -19 November  
The Collective (Fine Art) 
- Visual Arts Graduate 

exhibition  
 Painting, sculpture, 

printmaking, glass and  
ceramic art, installation and  

conceptual art. 
Art and Design Building  

North Campus 09:00 – 16:00

NOT ONLY is our university focus-

ing on ubuntu as one of our values 

but its outside world seems to be 

catching on too. 

The recent strikes with their 

devastating effects on hospital pa-

tients and learners saw the public, 

including our students and staff 

do their bit to help over and above 

their normal duties. 

National student competitions, 

for example, are geared more to-

wards community projects focus-

ing our students’ minds on caring 

for the less fortunate.

Workshops and student projects 

at NMMU are also increasingly 

geared towards community assist-

ance, such as public relations stu-

WE mentioned in the September edition of talk@nmmu that we have had  

8 369 applications in July and August this year compared to 4 692 at the 

same time last year. The latest figures supplied by CPID’s Dr Charles Shep-

pard indicate a total of 15 029 applications to date for 2010 compared to 

8 536 for the same period last year, which means an increase of 75.8%. Of 

these 2 924 have been admitted and 3 730 referred for admissions testing. 

Applications galore

Ubuntu top of mind 
dents raising funds for food parcels 

and management students assist-

ing with homework. 

September was also Disability 

Month when we 

support people 

with disabilities 

on Casual Day. 

See page 15. 

Our Disability 

Office organised 

various activities 

raising aware-

ness such as 

debates and movie nights, an ar-

chitecture lecture on barrier-free 

design and a staff tea event with 

lucky draws. 

Academic Engagement and Col-

laboration have also started a 

project whereby selected needy 

persons can enroll for skills em-

powerment courses free of charge 

(see page 15). 

In addition, the Faculty of 

Law’s Ubuntu Community Project 

thanked everyone who do-

nated food and money for the 

St Francis Hospice HIV/AIDS 

patients. 

They sparked off our discus-

sion with their project in the 

September edition.

Read more about our ubun-

tu activities. Send us your 

ideas, and we’ll write the 

stories. 

Kind regards 

Elma de Koker

Editor: talk@nmmu

FEEDBACK … Strategic Planning Director Prof Heather Nel (left front) 
responded to NMMU’s particular case study report in a seminar arranged by 
CHET in Franschoek in August, which she and CPID’s Dr Charles Sheppard 
(right, far back) attended. NMMU, as South African case study, came out 
tops in its research contribution to society. 

Research linked to society
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OVERALL WINNER … SASOL New Signatures competition 
winner  BTech 2009 Fine Art graduate Alhyrian Laue 
with his winning sculpture titled ‘’Royal Visit’’. The other 
winners were BTech Fine Art student Zane Lange, BTech 
Photography graduate Gerhardt Coetzee and BTech Fine 
Art student Lorinda Pretorius. 

INVESTMENT … Executive Dean of Law Professor Vivienne Lawack-Davids 
(second left) was a panellist at the HERS-SA Academy for leadership for women 
in higher education in Cape Town where senior communication manager Debbie 
Derry (from left), School for Initial Teacher Education director in the Faculty of 
Education Dr Noluthando Toni (second right), and former NMMU staff member 
Dr Muki Moeng (right), now with North-West University, were selected as 
delegates. 87 women from 14 African countries and America participated in the 
week-long programme to give participants greater insight into higher educa-
tion in South Africa. DVC: Research and Engagement Prof Thoko Mayekiso and 
Executive Dean of Education Prof Denise Zinn also participated at the annual 
initiative to empower women working in this field. 

New EU links set to benefit staff and students

3

Brighter, clever? Study further 

STAFF and students are set to benefit from 

new collaborative links with Europe that could 

see as many as six NMMU doctoral 

and six masters’ students and four 

staff members heading for Europe 

to study in 2011. 

Recruitment started on 1 October 

and will close on 1 December.  

This hot-off-the-press news fol-

lows meetings between NMMU 

and the Erasmus Mundus Action 

initiative that fosters institutional 

co-operation in the field of higher 

education between the European 

Union and various universities in 

South Africa.

“I am very excited about the new 

links,” says Deputy Vice-Chancellor: 

Research and Engagement Profes-

sor Thoko Mayekiso who, along 

with Director: International Office 

for Education Dr Nico Jooste drove 

the NMMU initiative starting in 

March this year. 

The new deal will allow our staff 

and students to study at any of eight 

top European partner universities, 

including Pierre et Marie Curie Universite in Par-

is, renowned for its maths research, and Karo-

linska Institute in Stockholm, Sweden, rated as 

a top health sciences institution.

Top scholarship boost 
for postgraduates  

“FOR A brighter future” is the 

theme for this year’s postgraduate 

awareness campaign running in 

September and October.

The campaign supports fac-

ulties and departments in 

their own recruitment drives 

encouraging current final-

year, honours and even 

master’s groups for post-

graduate studies. 

Billboards with 

magnetic badges, 

light boxes, branded 

sunglasses,  branded T-

shirts  banners, light switch stickers, 

newspaper inserts, website banners, direct 

mail and a huge billboard at the airport all form part 

of this campaign. 

 The other universities are in Belgium (two), 

Germany, the Czech Republic, Spain and the 

Netherlands.

NMMU forms part of one of three 

consortia in South Africa with UCT, 

UWC Stellenbosch and CPUT joining 

us in our consortium, which has al-

together 106 available scholarships 

available.  

Prof Mayekiso says the Memo-

randum of Understanding covers 

two target areas: staff and students 

who are presently registered for 

degrees at NMMU, and NMMU 

alumni. The latter are also eligible 

to apply via the other consortia.

Staff and students will graduate 

from NMMU, since they need to be 

registered with the institution, while 

successful alumni will receive their 

degrees from the European institu-

tion where they study.

Apart from full tuition and ac-

commodation, daily expenses rang-

ing from 1000 to 2500 Euro are 

also covered.

“The recruitment process will 

start shortly,” says Prof Mayekiso, adding that in-

terested staff and students should approach the 

Department of Research Capacity Development’s  

Dr Blanche Pretorius for further information. 

Dr Nico Jooste

Professor Thoko Mayekiso



Profile 

Every month, talk@nmmu will focus 

on a particular individual, unit,  

support service or research project 

to grow our understanding and  

appreciation of the many facets of 

our university.

We value ubuntu

ACADEMICS from fields other than education 

such as philosophy to ICT were the majority 

attending an Action Research workshop on 

“Writing for Publication”. 

This was organised by the Education Faculty’s 

Action Research Unit. An international confer-

ence hosted by NMMU followed, the first to focus 

on Action Research in South Africa. The response 

to the conference showed a flourishing research 

niche area with papers coming from most uni-

versities in South Africa, as well as other African 

countries, the UK, USA and Norway. 

Keynote speakers were leading experts Prof 

Jean McNiff of York St John University, who is 

also an NMMU honorary professor, and Prof 

Jack Whitehead of Liverpool Hope and Bath  

universities.  

Another workshop hosted Dr Linda van Laren 

from UKZN, who showed how she integrated 

HIV & AIDS education into her undergraduate 

maths education programmes.  

“TEACHING found me.” These are the words 
of NMMU Teacher of the Year Jacqui Lück. She 
registered for a journalism degree at Rhodes 
University but later changed her course to 
Languages; a move she never regretted 
making.

“It came as a complete shock to me,” says 

Jacqui of receiving the award last month at a 

function at the Radisson Blu 

Hotel on the Port Elizabeth 

beachfront.

“It should have been 

a departmental honour, 

because I draw my teaching inspiration from my 

colleagues. They do extraordinary work for the 

students and for that I give them credit.”

Born and raised in the city’s northern areas, 

Jacqui’s first real inspiration for teaching came 

through her English teacher at St Thomas Senior 

Secondary School, Denise Zinn, who is now our 

Dean of Education. They later became colleagues 

where Prof Zinn was her head of department at 

Chapman Secondary School. “She taught us to 

think critically,” says Jacqui.

However, basic education’s loss was higher 

education’s gain when the redeployment of 

teachers in the 1990s led her to apply for a posi-

tion in the then PE Technikon’s Communications 

Department in 1997. She continued to study and 

obtained an honours degree in Education and a 

masters degree in Language Studies. She is cur-

Passionate about teaching 
Teacher of the Year compliments team for international successes 

TOPS … Teacher of the Year 
Jacqui Lück forgets about 
the world when she teaches. 

rently busy with doctoral studies.

About teaching, Jacqui says, “we should not use 

the deficit approach when we deal with our stu-

dents. 

“We should rather ask ourselves what students 

bring to the lecture hall and draw from their experi-

ences. Instead of wanting to only learn and teach 

them, we can also ask ourselves what we can learn 

from them.”

Jacqui’s love for teaching is evident in the way she 

immerses herself in her work in the classroom.

“It is wonderful therapy for me when I teach. 

I forget about everything. The engagement and 

openness of the students in class is refreshing 

and an eye-opener. The real world returns when 

the class ends.”

She is also very passionate about the interna-

tionally-recognised TESOL (Teachers of English 

to Speakers of Other Languages) English course 

that she offers together with colleagues Eileen 

Scheckle and Sharon Rudman.

NMMU is the only institution in South Africa 

with trainers licensed to offer this course, al-

though it is offered at various sites around the 

world. It enables successful participants to teach 

English to speakers of other languages almost 

anywhere in the world.

“I am very proud of our TESOL students. The 

metamorphosis in only one month is quite some-

thing.”

Jacqui believes that the Faculty of Arts award 

validates the work that is being done within the 

department.

“There is ongoing collaboration between the 

applied languages lecturers and mainstream 

academics. Languages are important, yet it is 

marginalised.”

When Jacqui is not teaching or researching, 

she spends time with her husband and two sons. 

I draw my teaching inspiration 
from my colleagues

Blossoming interest into research 

An Action Research Africa network will be set up 

on the Joint Information Systems Committee (JISC) 

mail and a special interest group is planned for the 

next Higher Education Learning and Teaching As-

sociation of Southern Africa (Heltasa) conference 

in November hosted by NMMU.

OVERALL INTEREST … Academics from various 
disciplines have shown interest in Action Research, 
celebrated in two workshops and an international 
conference at NMMU organised by our Action 
Research Unit headed by Dr Lesley Wood (centre) 
who is joined by keynote speakers, professors Jean 
McNiff (right) and Jack Whitehead.

4



News

We value ubuntu

JAZZING AWAY ... Music student Sisanda Myataza (above) was among the 
performers at the Isisusa Jazz Diva Evening on 22 September in the PE Opera 
House. The NMMU Big Band, jazz ensembles, the Isisusa big band and local 
female vocalists delivered a great repertoire of music, mixing young and old 
talent. NMMU Arts & Culture in partnership with the Department of Sport, 
Recreation, Arts & Culture and local government presented the evening.

THE Cradock Four who died in 1985 

were recently remembered at a 

lecture screening of The Cradock 

Four followed by a panel discussion 

by filmmaker, David Forbes, Vice-

Chancellor Prof Derrick Swartz, 

Mayor Zanoxolo Wayile, Minister 

of Education Blade Nzimandi and 

Mrs Nyameka Goniwe, represent-

ing the widows of the slain men.

The lecture in the South Cam-

pus Auditorium on 14 September 

was organised by NMMU’s Art and 

Culture Department, the Centre for 

In memory of The Cradock Four

SERVING on the steering committee 

of the Annual Association for Com-

monwealth Universities (ACU) PR 

Marketing and Communication Net-

work Awards, Alumni Director Paul 

Geswindt was a judge for the com-

munity relations category. 

Altogether 17 entries were submit-

ted from most continents and the win-

ners will be announced later this year. 

Paul also assisted with selecting the 

scholarship winners for the bi-annual 

New Alumni national positions
conference. 

Alumni Relations Officer: Internal 

Stakeholders and University Shop 

Baakier Abrahams also serves on the 

steering committee of the South Afri-

can Higher Education Sector Alumni 

Consortium. 

Upgraded meeting room

The PPS Alumni Meeting Room on 

North Campus can accommodate 16 

persons. E-mail alumni@nmmu.ac.za 

for venue bookings.

Third Family Week
TEN YEARS of Internationalisation 

was the theme of the Office for Inter-

national Education’s third bi-annual 

Family Week in August during which 

partners from across the globe were 

hosted by the office. 

The delegates then attended vari-

ous activities on campus, met with 

staff counterparts and went away for 

a weekend, which this year was held 

at Kariega Game Reserve with a game 

drive and traditional “Family Dinner”. 

The annual colloquium, the fifth in 

the series, also took place during this 

week with the theme “Benchmark-

ing across Borders”. Issues discussed 

included characteristics of an interna-

tionalised university, internationalisa-

tion of the curriculum, understanding 

cultural differences, enhancing the 

educational process and supporting 

quality assurance through interna-

tionalisation. 

The Hague Forum facilitated the 

colloquium for Judicial Expertise Di-

rector Dr Hans de Wit and Nuffic (the 

Netherlands organisation for interna-

tional cooperation in higher educa-

tion) Directors’ Board Member Han-

neke Teekens. 

Germany: Carl von Ossietzky,   `
Eberhard Karls, Evangelische 

Fachhochschule Darmstadt, 

Johannes Gutenberg, Reut-

lingen, Nurtingen-Geislingen 

and Osnabrück

USA: Saint Benedict / St.  `
John’s, St. Cloud State, Mis-

sissippi and North Carolina

Norway: Buskerud  `
Japan: Osaka Gakuin  `
Mexico: De Las Americas  `
Puebla 

The Netherlands: Vrije `

Partner universities hosted 

during Family Week included: 

the Advancement of Non-Racialism 

and Democracy (CANRAD) and Library 

and Information Services together 

with Nelson Mandela Bay Municipal-

ity Recreation and Cultural Services 

Department. 

The film “The Cradock Four” was 

made over seven years and won “Best 

South African Documentary Film” at 

the Durban International Film Festival 

in July. The film was also nominated 

for the Amnesty International Durban 

Human Rights Award. 

Matthew Goniwe and three other 

activists, Fort Calata, Sparrow Mkonto 

and Sicelo Mhlauli were abducted, 

murdered and their bodies burnt by 

South Africa’s Security Forces and 

later found near Bluewater Bay.  

Using compelling archive materi-

als, incisive interviews and dramatic 

recreations, the film reveals the ideals 

which led Matthew and his friends to 

support the liberation struggle. 

The film celebrates the lives of 

the four men whom Nelson Man-

dela dubbed “the true heroes of the 

struggle”. It asks the question of why 

their killers have not been brought to 

book. The Nelson Mandela Bay Mu-

nicipality is currently building a me-

morial not far from the spot where 

these men were abducted. 

PROMOTING SOCIAL COHESION … Violence as protest by communities and trade 
unions in South Africa was the topic of a talk on campus by Ela Gandhi (centre), 
granddaughter of global peace icon Mahatma Ghandi on 16 September. The 
talk was part of the Difficult Dialogue series of the Centre for the Advancement 
of Non-Racialism & Democracy (CANRAD). Ela (70) was an ANC Member of 
Parliament from 1994-2004 representing the Phoenix area of Inanda in KwaZulu-
Natal. Her mission in life has been to promote Gandhian ideas and a culture 
of non-violence. CANRAD director Allan Zinn says he hopes that Ela Gandhi’s 
presence and sharing of her wisdom inspired staff and students to promote social 
cohesion at NMMU and towards building the non-racial, democratic society, we 
all hope for. Education’s Dr Shervani Pillay (from left), Transformation Monitor-
ing and Evaluation Director Ruby-Ann Levendal and Applied Languages’ Dr 
Hilda Israel attended the talk.

5

 Jazz Diva 



Arts

Interest from afar at recent Afrikaans literature conference

Soapbox serves you

ACADEMICS from as far afield as Poland, Belgium, 

the Netherlands and even Alaska attended the Af-

rikaans Literature Association’s conference hosted 

by NMMU’s Language and Literature Department 

at the end of September. 

The conference focused on marginilisation cover-

ing the San, Khoi and their descendants as well as 

race, violence, power and migration in recent Afri-

kaans novels. 

Globalisation and transnationalism and their 

influence on literature through new cultural struc-

tures, identity, ethnic groups and family structure 

were the other areas discussed. 

Well-known speakers included author and critic 

Joan Hambidge from Cape Town University  and Ena 

Jansen of Vrije University, Amsterdam. 

NMMU’s Helize van Vuuren who is also the chair-

person of the association, presented a paper on the 

extinct indigenous culture of the /Xam, while Mar-

ius Crous discussed life with psychosis and Wilhelm 

Knobel’s poetry. 

Postgraduate students were encouraged to at-

tend and presented papers at the conference. 

PUBLIC Relations and Communication and Media, Communication and Cul-

ture students had the opportunity to listen to a variety of experts and net-

work at the second Annual Public Relations Conference on 18 September. 

Speakers included former President of the Public Relations Institute of South 

Africa (PRISA) Victor Sibeko on World Cup Public Relations, 3rd Degree junior pro-

ducer, Devon Koen on investigative journalism, NMMU Business School Market-

ing and Corporate Relations Manager JP Roodt on social media marketing and 

the first woman President of the African Public Relations Association of Africa 

Kate Bapela.  

THREE NMMU graphic design stu-

dents won a total of R280 000 

for charity campaigns in the inter-

national SAPPI Ideas That Matter 

initiative for 2010.  

Under the guidance of Ap-

plied Design lecturer Bruce Cadle 

graphic design BTech students 

Michelle Hoch, Bianca Wolmerans 

and Leigh-Anne Salonika designed 

a publicity, fundraising and aware-

ness campaign for a charity or NGO 

of their choice and calculated the 

costs of production, excluding their 

time. 

The initiative encourages de-

signers to use design to influence 

positive change and to help those 

in need. 

“Graphic design students have 

become acutely aware that they 

have a social responsibility to use 

their talent for more than just com-

mercial ends,” says Bruce. 

In 2009 NMMU also won three 

grants. 

 “I have always had a heart for 

the hungry and marginalised. The 

Missionvale Care Centre selflessly 

helps thousands of people eve-

ryday, but their hands are tied as 

a result of the critical shortage of 

food,” says Michelle who received 

R100 000 for her campaign. 

Bianca’s campaign was to cre-

ate awareness about people with 

visual impairments and try and 

obtain donations for the Nkosi-

nathi Foundation to continue help-

ing people and she also received  

R100 000.

The third winner Leigh-Ann was 

prompted to support orphaned ba-

bies after reading about the plight 

of abandoned babies and received 

R80 000 for her campaign for the 

Thandusana Babies Home in New-

ton Park.

“I could not think of anything 

worse than abandoning a child 

without a thought as to if they sur-

vive and how. Their plight hit home 

while spending a day with these 

little ones.

DISCUSSING CULTURES ... Polish Adam Mickiewicz University’s Jerzy Koch (from left), Pretoria University’s 
Hein Willemse, Fort Hare University’s Shamiega Chaudhari and Afrikaans Literature Association chairperson 
NMMU’s Helize van Vuuren and Marius Crous, were among the speakers at the recent conference of the 
association at NMMU.

Focus on global similarities 

PARTNERSHIP BENEFITS … Public Relations students are exposed to hands-on 
experience with Boomtown Strategic Brand Agency providing lectures, visits and 
an internship. These benefits are the result of a partnership between the Public 
Relations and Communication Department and Boomtown, the university’s 
advertising agency. Boomtown’s public relations practitioners are also all NMMU 
graduates. Lecturer Adelina Mbinjama (from left) and Department Head Dr 
Hercules Fourie are joined by Boomtown’s Elizabeth Fourie.

Students exposed to experts 

Design students win with 
international contest

6 We value ubuntu
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NATIONAL WINNER … “Creative Canopy” by final-year architecture student Dayne 
Wright (centre), was unanimously voted the overall Plascon Prism Awards  
student winner from 120 entries received nation-wide. Dayne won an all expens-
es paid five-day trip for him and his lecturer to leading design and architecture 
exhibition 100% Design London in September. NMMU also received a R10 000 
grant. The judging panel praised the design based on the shape of a thorn tree 
as “a superb example of design that was on target with the brief, yet setting itself 
apart by creating a shelter that is simultaneously functional and fantasy”. Dayne 
found his design inspiration in South Africa’s ability to adapt and evolve - to the 
environment and landscape, eclectic cultures, history and future. Melissa de 
Freitas (left) won a special mention and Siviwe Nozaza (right) was the 
 residential winner. 

IF YOU have been persuaded by 

the cardboard posters “Begging 

Dogs” at retail outlets in the East-

ern Cape in support of Save-a-Pet, 

you are in fair company. 

The work of recent BTech Graphic 

Design graduate Jedd McNeilage, 

winner of the Sappi Ideas that 

Matter competition, has just been 

accepted as a finalist in the 32nd 

Going green
ARCHITECTURAL Technology BTech students recently experienced green build-

ing design principles on a four-day expedition to East London. 

The tour introduced the students to rammed earth building techniques using 

raw materials such as earth, chalk, lime and gravel in the construction of walls. 

In line with the green trend, this building method has been revived using 

more sustainable materials and natural building methods. 

The downside is that construction is labour-intensive without machinery and 

the walls are prone to water damage if they are improperly protected or main-

tained. 

The students also visited the East London industrial development zone and 

spent a day with award-winning architect and SA Institute of Architects President 

Al Stratford. HARD AT WORK … BTech Architectural Technology students (back, left) Derik 
Venter, and (front) Salmon Smith, Lukas Shahangwapo, Thabo Dube, Davis 
Totolo, Jacques Deetlefs, Jaco du Preez, Charl Jansen and  Carina Vermeulen 
experienced natural  earth building techniques on a recent tour to East London. 
They are joined by lecturer Johan Pansegrouw (back second left) and former 
lecturer Dave Muller.

THANKS to 55 fourth-year Archi-

tecture students the Karoo town 

Aberdeen’s market square and Fon-

teinbos reserve reception can be 

restored to its former glory. 

The students recently spent a 

weekend in town to come up with 

drawings, models and plans as part 

of their end-of year projects. 

Lecturers Theresa Hardman and 

Donald Flint accompanied the stu-

dents on the tour organised by the 

Aberdeen Heritage, Archives and 

Tourism Bureau. 

Reviving Aberdeen
Plans for the market square in-

cluded setting up the informal trad-

ers to manage the area themselves 

looking after cleanliness and having 

levies paid. 

The Fonteinbos Reserve could ac-

commodate activities such as hiking 

and birding, as well as craft stalls 

and limited overnight accommoda-

tion using solar power and locally 

sourced building materials and la-

bour. 

The students’ plans are at the 

town’s archives for people to see.  

Supporting underdogs

FASHION design graduate Stephanie Beyers won the 2010 Marie Claire 

Prix de la Mode - business savvy emerging designer award with her range 

of Silverspoon clothing. After graduating from NMMU, Stephanie creat-

ed a small design studio in Port Elizabeth. The essence of Silver Spoon is 

high fashion, high quality male and female streetwear garments. Lead-

ing the Eastern Cape fashion designers, Stephanie was recently invited 

to take part in Fashion Week.

Fashion design graduate wins award 

Annual Loerie Awards for 2010.  

“We are delighted our students are 

regularly being selected for the cream 

of design recognition at the Loerie 

Awards in South Africa,” said Applied 

Design Head Mike Swanepoel. 

A second designer from Applied 

Design, Michael Walton, demands 

our attention with his campaign: “Did 

you see us now?,” translating shop-

ping trolleys into wheel chairs to make 

the average consumer consider the 

needs of the disabled in support of the  

Disability Awareness movement.  

His work produced under the 

wing of lecturer Bruce Cadle, is 

placed in the category of Outdoor, 

Ambient Media, Alternative Media 

and Field Marketing in the Loerie 

Award finals.  

Both campaigns are socially 

responsible with an immediate 

impact, making us think a little fur-

ther, commented Bruce.

BTech students exposed to rammed earth building techniques
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Science

INDUSTRY EXPOSURE … InnoVenton’s algae-to-energy project was introduced to 
some 35 representatives from private industries, including AFBEA’s Gideo van der 
Merwe (left) and Exxaro’s Tracey Achterberg (right) at an open day on campus 
on 10 September. The project needs funding partners who will support the 
large-scale roll-out of this technology. The business opportunity and progress to 
date were discussed at the event. “Good contacts were established with possible 
investors with a few preliminary meetings taking place straight away after the 
event which we will follow up on”, said project leader Prof Ben Zeelie (centre). 
The project entails, among others, the conversion of algae biomass into crude oil 
after being pumped at a high temperature and pressure into a reactor system. 
The crude oil could be converted into petrol, diesel, plastics, and many other 
chemical products.  

PHYSICS Head of Department Prof 

Japie Engelbrecht (right) recently 

spent five weeks at the University 

of Linköping in Sweden working 

on assessing infrared spectroscopy 

data collected on the SiC material 

that was used in the pebble bed 

modular reactor project. 

Prof Engelbrecht also met with 

collaborators in the Swedish-RSA 

EASTERN Cape learners for the first 

time participated in the South Af-

rican Interprovincial Mathematics 

Making a difference for maths learners

First for national 
Maths Olympiad 

SOME 100 learners and 80 

teachers had great fun at the 

national Mathematics week on 

our Missionvale Campus. 

Organised by The Association 

for Mathematics Education of 

South Africa (AMESA) and spon-

sored by the South African Math-

ematics Foundation (SAMF) from 

2 to 6 August, the week was also 

attended by Education Depart-

ment officials from all over the 

country.

Teachers attended talks on 

curriculum reform, examinations 

and making maths more inter-

esting. Prizes for teachers and 

learners were in abundance. 

Olympiad (SAIPMO) under the guid-

ance of our Mathematics and Applied 

Mathematics Department. 

“Especially our Grade 9 junior team 

did very well coming eighth out of 21 

teams while the senior Grade 11s were 

13th out of 16 teams, a good start for 

a first attempt to extend the local 

competition to the national level, said 

Mathematics Department Head Prof 

Werner Olivier. 

The teams wrote both individual 

and team papers at the university 

which marked and phoned through 

the results to the national organiser.

Mathematics’ Drs Vasuthavan 

Govender and Suresh Juglal also  

assisted the teams of 10 learners each 

with training sessions the Wednes-

day before the final competition on  

Saturday 11 September. 

These learners were the top  

performers in the first round of the 

local Mathematics problem solving 

competition. 

Maths made fun

TOP RESEARCHERS … BOTANY’S Prof Richard Cowling (third from left) hosted an 
international workshop on species diversity in the world’s five Mediterranean-
Type Ecosystems attended by (from left) Dr Serban Proches (KwaZulu-Natal 
University), Dr Simon Ferrier (CSIRO, Australia), Dr Jonathan Colville (SANBI, Kirst-
enbosch), Prof Phil Rundel (California University), Dr Peter Bradshaw (SANParks, 
NMMU) and Prof Steve Hopper (Kew Botanical Gardens Director, UK).

THE tempo of environmental change 

over the past 50 million years is a 

key predictor of contemporary pat-

terns of species richness, rarity and 

phylogenetic (evolutionary related) 

diversity in ecosystems. 

This is the central hypothesis on 

which an international workshop 

on species diversity in the world’s 

five Mediterranean-Type Ecosystems 

(MTEs) was based, hosted by Botany’s 

Prof Richard Cowling. 

The workshop will contribute to a 

paper Prof Cowling will present at the 

Mediterranean Ecosystems Conference 

in Los Angeles in September 2012. 

The workshop was held at the Kirst-

enbosch Research Centre of the South 

African National Biodiversity Institute 

Environmental change 
predicts species richness

in September. 

Prof Cowling will present this re-

search in his inaugural paper for Pro-

ceedings of the National Academy of 

Sciences (Prof Cowling was elected 

a Foreign Associate of the Academy 

in 2008) at the Mediterranean Eco-

systems Conference in Los Angeles in 

September 2012.

He was also invited to present 

keynote addresses at the Grassland 

Society of Southern Africa annual 

conference in Kimberley in July, the 

SA Ecological Observatory Net-

work conference at Kirstenbosch in  

October (Prof Cowling joined the SAE-

ON Board this year) and the Lange-

baanweg 2010 Conference in Cape 

Town in November. 

Physics links with Sweden
Cooperative Research project Prof Erik 

Janzén and Dr Ann Henry regarding 

future research.  Here he is enjoying a 

cup of coffee at a sidewalk café.

Prof Japie also told talk@nmmu 

about eggs with two yolks, which you 

buy just like normal eggs in the super-

market. Then there was “Boerwors” 

reminding him of our “boerewors” 

but this did not taste remotely like our 

“boerewors” or even sausage for that 

matter! After this he “became rather 

unpatriotic, and bought German sau-

sages instead”. On top of it all our SA 

“vuvuzela” was banned at the local 

sports arena. 
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Briefs 
Engineering, the Built Environment and IT

ARE you interested in com-

puter game development? 

Join the School of ICT’s fun 

and free game program-

ming group. 

“Computer gaming has 

overtaken the entertainment 

industry in revenue earned,” 

says lecturer Johan van 

Niekerk. 

This informal group con-

sists of IT students and is led 

by Johan, together with third-

year software development 

student Craig Marais.

They present weekly intro-

ductory lectures to members. 

The “curriculum” is very in-

formal and members are en-

couraged to request specific 

topics for future lectures. 

Participating students are 

also allowed to develop com-

puter games for their third- 

and fourth-year projects. 

Last year School of ICT stu-

dents won first, second and 

third prize in the gaming cat-

egory of Microsoft’s Imagine 

Cup competition. 

Inquiries:johan.Van-

Niekerk@nmmu.ac.za. 

THIRD-YEAR mechatronics students 

have an opportunity to compete with 

an engineering company to develop 

a concept design for a mechanised 

car seat installation system as part 

of an assembly line at General Mo-

tors SA (GMSA) in Port Elizabeth.  

This is just one example of the ben-

efit of the partnership between GMSA 

and NMMU through the GMSA Chair 

in Mechatronics.  

Students from partner univer- `
sity Reutlingen in Germany are  

currently at NMMU and have de-

signed a universal car body trans-

port platform for the production of 

different types of vehicles on a sin-

gle assembly line. The design will 

soon be tested.

Another group of final-year mecha- `
tronics students is working on their 

projects (treatises) at GMSA with 

engineers and supervisors, where 

A FIRST-YEAR student project 

compiled by School of ICT’s Nicky 

Mostert-Phipps (right) was included 

in the IEEE’s (Institute of Electrical 

and Electronics Engineers) Real-

World Engineering project library. 

The library provides academics in 

electrical, computer and biomedical 

engineering and computer science 

with high-quality, hands-on, team-

based projects for first-year courses. 

Nicky’s project addresses the prob-

Thriving partnership

TOP ACHIEVERS … One of the benefits of the NMMU GMSA Chair of Mechatron-
ics established in 2009 is the sponsorship of merit awards for top achieving 
students. GMSA Manager: Training and Organisational Development Wayne 
Osborne (far right) recently presented the 2010 merit awards.  The recipients 
were (centre from left) Timothy Light, Timothy Otieno, Delight Chirenje and 
Wolfgang Klingelhoeffer, who are joined by Mechatronics Department Head Prof 
Igor Gorlach (far left). 

they develop and analyse complex 

engineering systems to improve 

their performance and efficiency. 

Mechatronics masters students  `
Mark Simpson and Timothy Light 

were sponsored to present papers 

at international conferences in Stel-

lenbosch and Pretoria and conduct 

research at Aachen University in 

Germany from September.

SCHOOL of ICT’S Rudi Harmse 

(right) presented an autism 

w o r k s h o p 

on the ways 

that e-health 

systems can 

enhance the 

quality of life 

of people 

d i a g n o s e d 

at the inter-

national Autscape conference in 

the UK.

Rudi’s health informatics re-

search led him to visit experts on 

special needs patients at Keele 

University and the National 

Health Services in England. To-

gether they visited private hospi-

tals and discussed possible pilot 

sites for specific IT artifacts. 

POSTGRADUATE IT students Lau-

rie Butgereit and Godwin Thomas 

presented papers at the World 

Computer Congress in Brisbane, 

Australia, in September.

They discussed MOBILE tutor-

ing over cell phones and virtual 

communities in the SA Public 

Sector.

Laurie’s paper focused on in-

novative research in wireless 

communications delivering 

broadband services to rural com-

munities.

Godwin’s paper researched 

virtual communities as a mecha-

nism for coordination in the SA 

Public Sector focusing on new 

perspectives in e-government 

services and applications.

FOUR Volkswagen paint shop 

employees were the first to com-

plete a process control course 

presented by NMMU and Sie-

mens in Port Elizabeth. 

The course normally takes 

place in Johannesburg, but 

NMMU will host it again next 

year hoping to attract more par-

ticipants. 

The one-week course focuses 

on enabling service and commis-

sioning personnel to work effec-

tively, adding value to industry.

Autism e-health

Student papers 

First for PE 

NMMU project in world library 
lem of incomplete medical histories 

and uses Microsoft Visual C# to de-

velop a personally controlled health 

record for individuals. 

Most people don’t receive all their 

medical care from a single provider 

and therefore does not have a com-

prehensive summary showing their 

entire medical history, including diag-

noses, lab tests, and prescriptions. 

With this project, students use Mi-

crosoft Visual C# to create text files 

to store medical information, learn-

ing programming skills, encryption to 

ensure privacy, and the importance of 

user-friendly user interfaces.

Join the gaming group

WINNERS … Newton Technical High School was 
the winner of the 2010 General Motors SA (GMSA) 
Starting Blocks competition creating awareness 
of engineering and technology careers. Grade 8 
learners used basic engineering principles with Lego 
blocks to construct an eggbeater using gears, gear 
ratios and pulleys within a specific period. Daniel 
Pienaar came second and Gelvandale third with 
other schools in the finals being Lawson Brown, St 
Thomas, Victoria Park, Westville and Gamble Street. 
Winners were Michael Muller (from left), Jean-
Pierre van Zyl and Daniel Ferreira.
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Discussion 
 

IN September and October we 

celebrate ubuntu, as one of our 

six new values - and examples of  

ubuntu  are evident in our quest 

to reach out to others. 

September was also Dis-

ability Month where we got 

together on Casual Day to sup-

port people with disabilities.  

(See page 15).

Our Disability Office has organised 

various activities raising awareness 

during September with debates 

and movie nights, an architecture 

lecture on barrier-free design and a 

staff tea event with lucky draws. 

Other projects included win-

ning student graphic art designs 

in aid of local charities (see page 

7) and public relations students  

raising funds for food parcels for 

the needy. 

Academic Engagement and 

Collaboration has also started a 

project whereby selected 

needy persons can enroll 

for skills empowerment 

courses free of charge. 

Hospital strike assistance

During the national strike, our 

Nursing Science students and 

staff assisted state hospitals over 

weekends, on top of their normal 

shifts.

In addition, Agriculture and 

Game Management Department 

secretary Christa Koen was praised 

in the media for her selfless assist-

ance and volunteering. Christa also 

organised a network, making 230 

Seminar celebrates new  NMMU value
DEBATE, music and poetry and 

a high profile guest speaker 

formed part of an Ubuntu semi-

nar on 3 September hosted by 

the Centre for the Advancement 

of Non-Racialism and Democ-

racy (CANRAD) as part of the 

celebration of Ubuntu Fridays. 

Ubuntu in relationships, family, 

education, youth matters, west-

ernisation, modernity, recogni-

tion and respect of African culture, its 

inclusion in the curriculum and ubun-

tu as a tool to combat racism at the 

university, were all discussed. 

The guest speaker was Icamagu 

Institute Managing Director Dr Noku-

zola Mndende, an expert in African 

religion, culture and history. 

She has been a university lecturer, 

parliament member, a commissioner 

at the Commission for Religion, Cul-

ture and Linguistic Communities and 

served on the religion board of the 

SABC and is an author of books on  

African religion and culture. 

The seminar was filmed live by the 

School of Journalism, Media and Phi-

losophy as a pilot study to create a 

You-Tube channel for the university.

The audience was also entertained 

by traditional music, poetry and a 

choir from Motherwell.

GUEST SPEAKER … Icamagu 
Institute Managing Director Dr 
Nokuzola Mndende was the guest 
speaker at an ubuntu seminar 
organised by CANRAD, attended by 
more than 80 students, staff and 
members of the community. 

Students and staff get involved with various caring activities

Helping in the spirit of ubuntu 

gift parcels for patients including 40 

children in hospital wards. 

Ubuntu in communication 

A general communication pro-

gramme needed by student leaders 

was changed to incorporate the val-

ues of ubuntu by our Student Counsel-

ling Career and Development Centre 

(SCCDC) team. 

The two-day training workshop 

Ubuntu in communication for student 

leaders, staff and students is based 

on the centre’s acclaimed peer helper 

training Senior Student Counsellor 

Marina de Jager told talk@nmmu. 

The team felt that caring for oth-

ers and recognising and encouraging 

their potential was important to add 

to the programme. 

The workshop also covers how 

ubuntu is practically applied in ev-

eryday communication and human 

interactions. Interactive exercises are 

used to include assertiveness, conflict 

management, diversity, confidential-

ity and behaving ethically. 

Just R1 from four people

Aurora Special Care Centre will 

soon receive two radio/CD/tape deck 

players from our Beyond the Class-

room Leadership students who raised 

R1 784 in September. Project leader 

Student Development’s Kim Elliott 

said the students just had to ask four 

friends for R1 each – and the idea 

grew. “We wanted to show that we 

didn’t need hundreds of people ask-

ing for hundreds of rands to make 

a difference,” she said. 

Assistance to schools 

‘’We are keeping the spirit of 

ubuntu alive by starting this pro-

gramme”, says Missionvale Cam-

pus principal Khaya Matiso of an 

additional tuition programme for 

matrics who were worst affected by 

the strike. Missionvale Campus has 

started offering extra classes on Fri-

day afternoons and Saturdays until 

20 November at no charge. 

In further display of ubuntu the 

School of Engineering’s Technology 

Research Activity Centre (TRAC) as-

sisted about 32 Grade 12 learners 

with their extra maths and science 

classes for exam revision and prepa-

ration. The centre’s mobile labora-

tory in Uitenhage was prevented 

from entering the school grounds 

during the strike. 

EMPOWERING SKILLS … Some of the 60 children that Miranda Ntakana (back 
centre) feeds on a Saturday from her soup kitchen in Motherwell. Our Centre for 
Academic Engagement and Collaboration sponsored her with a free Practical 
Project Management course. 

Ubuntu

We wanted to show that 
we didn’t need hundreds of 
people asking for hundreds 
of rands ...
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SUCCESSFUL professional women, 

removing barriers and stimulating 

economic growth form part of Busi-

ness and Social Sciences Director 

Marianne Doubell’s PhD studies in 

Business Management. 

Marianne presented her research 

in a paper at the international Acad-

emy of World Business, Marketing and 

Management Development confer-

ence in Finland in July. 

Marianne researches personal-

ity and cultural characteristics of suc-

GERMAN VISITORS … Altogether 23 
Business students from Osnabrück Applied 
Sciences University visited George Campus 

as guests of the School of Business and 
Social Sciences. They attended accounting 

lectures, did a campus tour and joined a 
friendly soccer match. At the new Student 
Recreation Centre seated (from left) were 

Svenja Uarusseit, Wesley Gibbon (NMMU), 
Dominik Lockhorn, Rene Schepergerdes, 

Jens Passerschroer and Johanna Schlicht, 
standing (from left) Pieter Wicht (BCom 

programme co-ordinator), Prof Dr 
Carsten Berkau (visiting lecturer), Alan 
Hogg (Business English lecturer), Olga 

Machowski, Christin Sengtacken, Nicole 
Lange and Ruben Burger (NMMU).     

Women who succeed 

INDUSTRY relevance is key for 

academic programmes to stay at 

the forefront of changing industry 

needs and realities. 

Prominent industry experts 

presented papers and were in-

volved in the School of Natural 

Resource Management‘s recent 

interactive forestry curriculum 

workshop.

THE recent International Erosion 

Control Association of South 

Africa (IECA-SA) conference at-

tracted delegates from private 

and public sector organisations, 

universities, SANParks, environ-

mental organisations, farmers 

unions, water boards and pro-

vincial and national government 

departments and municipalities.  

THE 6th Fire Management Sympo-

sium attended by about 200 del-

egates was a joint initiative of our 

Forestry programme and the SA 

Institute of Forestry with Forestry’s 

Tiaan Pool organising the event. 

The symposium focused on 

environmental management and 

the outcomes and occurrence of 

veldfires and attracted companies 

and organisations such as Mondi, 

Sappi, MTO, KLF, PG Bison, Cap-

eNature, SANparks, Working on 

Fire, authorities and agricultural 

departments. 

FORESTRY programme coordi-

nator Dr Jaap Steenkamp was 

named George Campus Emerg-

ing Researcher for 2010. 

A RECYCLING programme is the latest 

initiative in line with the green cam-

pus culture and practice on George 

Campus.  

Clearly marked refuse bins make 

it easy to sort one’s refuse and put it 

in the correct bin. The bins are at key 

sites on campus. These include the li-

brary, student recreational areas, and 

the main kitchen. 

A central deposit point receives all 

the waste from the mini bins and in-

cludes a composting facility. This point 

will soon have a wormery, where 

composting worms will breed to cre-

NATURE Conservation lecturer  

Stefan Hattingh (right) recently 

completed his studies for his MPhil 

in Wildlife Management. 

Among others he did a practi-

cal study in the Kruger National 

Park and a mini-thesis on the anti-

helminthic (destructive to worms) 

properties of an indigenous plant IT SHOULD come as no surprise 

that the phrase attributed to an 

Epictetus Roman slave and Stoic 

philosopher - “Only the educat-

ed are free” – accompanies all e-

mails of George Campus Teacher 

of the Year 2010 Pieter Wicht. 

This signifies Pieter’s commit-

ment to teaching and his stu-

dents, setting an enviable stand-

ard in teaching and learning. 

Teacher 2010

Many delegates 

Soil conference

Forestry researcher

Recycling now a reality 

cessful professional women in South 

Africa. 

The research promotes gender 

inclusivity, ways to remove gender-

based barriers and increasing achieve-

ment and self-efficacy through train-

ing and coaching. 

Gender equality in promoting social 

transformation and stimulating eco-

nomic growth is also investigated.

To top it all, she returned with a 

gold medal in honour of South Af-

rica’s successful hosting of the 2010 

Soccer World Cup.

‘’We were praised for the successful 

hosting of the Cup and the three pre-

senters from South Africa were called 

to the stage at the opening function to 

receive a gold medal” said Marianne. 

ate high quality compost by breaking 

down organic matter. 

Staff and students are encouraged 

to use the clearly marked bins for non-

recyclable materials, tetra packs, pa-

per, plastic, glass, cans and tins. 

The first groups of kitchen, garden-

ing, security and cleaning staff as well 

as students have already attended a 

training programme to ensure that 

everybody use the bins correctly. 

The Nature Conservation Depart-

ment’s Bianca Currie (left) and mas-

ter’s student Fiona Koch developed 

and presented the training.

This pilot programme will inform 

the placing of recycling bins in all resi-

dences in future.  

The bins are secured against the 

wall with special lids preventing tam-

pering and damage by the baboons 

roaming freely on the environmental-

ly-friendly campus.

species on broiler 

chickens. 

Traditional medi-

cine in many parts of 

Africa contains this 

particular plant spe-

cies, but there is no literature on its 

effect on birds, says Stefan. 

Recently consumers are more inter-

Indigenous plant cure for chickens
ested in free range chickens which 

are at high risk to infections from 

various endoparasites. 

The study found that chickens 

infected with roundworms show a 

reduction in white blood cells and 

secondly in round worms, once the 

indigenous plant species is added to 

their daily food. 

In tune with industry 
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Faculty news

NOT qualifying for a bursary Zoliswa 

Qhata (below) had to fund her own 

studies. She even had to sell sweets 

at school to get taxi money to 

travel from Tsolo to Qumbu every 

Saturday.

These are just a few of the 

challenges this student at 

NMMU’s Qumbu Centre had 

to face to obtain her National 

Professional Diploma in Edu-

cation. 

In the end she not only passed 

most of her courses with more than 

80%, but came out tops in the East-

ern Cape for 2008/2009.  

On 11 September the Qumbu 

PRESTIGIOUS SCHOLARSHIP 
... Education’s Dr Sylvan 
Blignaut, was awarded a 
Fulbright postdoctoral schol-
arship recently, after which 
he travelled to the University 
of Washington.
There are only a few places 
available each year for the 
Fulbright scholarship pro-
gramme for international 
educational exchange. 
“I was elated when I got the 
word. I will be there for nine 
months and this of course 
will be difficult for me, as I 
cannot cook,” he said.
Dr Blignaut will research 
social justice issues in cur-
riculums, issues of South 
Africa’s educational terrain 
and investigate why school-
ing is still not equal years 
after the country became a 
democracy.

Qumbu student top in EC
Centre celebrated Zoliswa’s achieve-

ment with fellow students, family 

and friends, as well as a representa-

tive of the Department of Education 

Qumbu District Office. 

Centre manager Yolisa 

Dudula organised the 

event which was also at-

tended by Education’s 

Neville Rudman. 

Zoliswa attributed her 

success to planning, disci-

pline, commitment and focus. 

She is currently enrolled with UNI-

SA for an Advanced Certificate in Edu-

cation (Life Orientation) and is again 

funding her own studies.

300 nominations across SA received for largest bursary of its kind 

KEARSNEY, King Edward VII, and 

Mbiliwi are among the top schools in 

South Africa to have responded to a 

concerted marketing drive to attract 

quality student to NMMU through 

the exclusive Vice-Chancellor Schol-

arship awards.

300 nominations from principals 

have been received for the R60 000-

a-year bursary – the largest of its kind 

offered by a public university – after  

1 500 of the country’s top schools 

were targeted by the university’s mar-

keting team.

Only straight A pupils – those with 

an Admission Point Score (APS) of 49 

Top schools for VC Scholarships

The response has 
been very gratifying

THE fourth group of 23 CIES/FIFA/NMMU Sport Management Short Learning 

programme students includes the first student from Europe to join the NMMU 

group. 

Romanian born Antoniu Geormaneanu works as IT specialist in Austria and 

joined the NMMU programme as one of the few English CIES programmes pre-

sented at 14 universities worldwide. Soccer player Antoniu also loves to travel and 

getting to know many cultures. He plans to go on to the master’s programme. 

This fourth programme starting on 27 September till 2011 with students attend-

ing three intensive sessions per year providing skills in finance, communication, 

marketing and legal aspects. 

FOURTH GROUP … Marketing department head Dr John Burger (from left), 
programme coordinator Human Movement Science’s Vernon Oosthuizen, CIES 
representative Vincent Monnier and Human Movement Science Department 
Head Prof Rosa du Randt joined first student from Europe Antoniu Geormane-
anu  (second from right) at the opening of the fourth CIES/FIFA/NMMU Sport 
Management Short Learning programme. 

First student from Europe 

NEW venture finances, personal ef-

fectiveness, winning business plans 

and new business tendering are the 

focus of the Business School’s four 

new short learning programmes 

training and developing SMME en-

trepreneurs and business start-ups, 

available from August. 

Existing entrepreneurs are strug-

gling to survive and there has been a 

40% decline in the number of start-up 

businesses in the past year according 

to the latest Global Entrepreneurship 

Monitor (GEM). 

A further five programmes are de-

veloped covering costing and market-

ing, innovative thinking, new venture 

market mechanisms and viability and 

entrepreneurial profile. 

In addition, the Business School 

offers new venture feasibility and vi-

ability studies, business plan devel-

opment, assistance with access to 

funding, support with annual returns, 

business registrations, mentoring and 

aftercare to SMMEs. 

Vital training for entrepreneurs

or higher - are considered for the 25 

scholarships on offer.

“The response has been very grati-

fying,” says senior manager: market-

ing Christelle Feyt, who has been 

tasked with tracking down the 

cream of the crop.

Nominations were received 

from top schools whose pupils 

have never before enrolled at NMMU.

“In our experience, once you attract 

top pupils from a leading school, there 

is a ripple effect because the newcom-

ers act as ambassadors, attracting 

further pupils to study at NMMU,” says 

Christelle.

The earmarked schools (retrieved 
from various reputable sources like the 

Sunday Times’ Top 100 schools report, 

Dinaledi schools, Club 100 schools and 

the Top 50 Private School list) each re-

ceived an invitation to nominate their 

top pupils, along with a selection of 

NMMU marketing materials.

Within days of the start of the third 

term, nominations poured in – with 

up to 20 responses received daily in 

the first few weeks. The nominations 

are now closed.

At least 150 of the nominees are ex-

pected to qualify for the scholarship in 

terms of academic excellence, and so 

a sifting process via the Vice-Chancel-

lor’s Scholarship committee will begin 

with the final 25 candidates only se-

lected in January when their final ma-

tric results have been scrutinised.

“This is only the second year of the 

scholarships, and already it is reaping 

rewards,” says acting marketing events 

coordinator, Suzanne Vermeulen, 

referring to positive feedback already 

received from schools in Gauteng, 

Kwazulu/Natal, Limpopo.
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Gallery

SI TOP INSTITUTION … NMMU recently renewed its supplemental instruc-
tion (SI) cooperative agreement with the University of Missouri Kansas City 
(UMKC) at the international SI conference in New Orleans. Hosting the na-
tional office in South Africa and providing SI training to most of the SA higher 
education institutions and several FET colleges, NMMU now has two certified 
trainers. At the signing were (from left) NMMU’s SI National Office’s Celeste 
Barker, Teaching and Learning Dean Prof Cheryl Foxcroft, UMKC SI Interna-
tional Office Head Glen Jacobs and SI National Office Head Liesl Smith.

ORGANISED STUDENTS … Agriculture students have succeeded 
in attracting Eastern Cape Architecture deputy director general 
Lindokuhle Ngada (right) to their agricultural conference on 
North Campus. Agricultural Student Society chairperson Luvuyo 
Simakuhle (left) and Agriculture Departmental Head Willem van 
Heerden (centre) joined Mr Ngada. 

GEORGE VISIT … Bertina Odendaal and Hildè van Wyk (second and third from left) hosted senior 
Library and Information Services staff on their visit to the George Campus on 7 September. They 
are joined by (from left) Bonga Makrwede, Hester Kritzinger, Christina Dookran, Elna Burger 
and Director Robert Pearce.  

JAZZ MAESTRO’S … Quintet Groovin’ High is led by lecturer and pianist John Ed-
wards (centre) and guitar lecturer Tim Robinson (from left) (bass) with musician 
and teacher Devon van Rooyen on drums, joined by trumpet/trombone students 
Kyle du Preez and Lincoln Adams. This group formed part of the second Jazz 
Studio Lunch Hour Concert hosted by the Music Department on 22 September. 
Others performing included the 12-piece Workshop Band features brass, wood-
winds and rhythm and explores jazz repertoire and improvisatory skills under 
lecturers John Edwards and Dr Rudi Bower. The NMMU Jazz Ensemble features 
experienced students already gigging professionally while student rising star Kyle 
du Preez leads the NMMU Big Band. 

GEORGE GREENIES … George Campus staff simply cannot stay off the greens, nor 
can they resist “green” it seems. The “Greenies” recently emerged as one of the 
top 10 teams in the local Bowls Business League in George. Congratulations to 
(from left) Linda Muller, Clyde Booysen, Trevor Blane and Marius Gouws for 
doing NMMU proud, and for promoting the Green Campus concept off-campus.   
The team is joined by Marius Esterhuizen (back) of Brandhouse who sponsored 
the beer for the winning teams. Martin Loubser (absent) was the team’s reserve 
player.

TWO first-year students showed their endurance by jointly receiving the first 
George Campus student prize in the annual George Campus half-marathon on 28 
August. Game Ranch Management student Pieter du Plessis (left) and Francois 
Brooks (right) who studies Nature Conservation finished the picturesque 21.1km 
route through fynbos clad areas in 1:51:25. The students competed against 133 
other runners with overall men’s winner and defending champion Principal Fana 
finishing in 1:13:28 and women’s defending champion Allison Jordaan winning 
in 1:34.11. Race director Dekker Vermeulen from Academic Administration joined 
the students.

WANDERERS GOLF … About 96 representatives from corporates in Johannesburg 
attended the ABSA NMMU Trust corporate golf day at the Wanderers to raise 
funds for the Trust’s capital campaign. Keith Lane (from left) joined Trust Legacy 
Coordinator Shafiek Abrahams, Dean of Students Thoft Soga and Internal Stake-
holders and University Shop Alumni Relations Officer Baakier Abrahams. 

TOPS AGAIN … Business Management’s 
Dr Shelley Farrington (left) and Prof 
Elmarie Venter again won the Best Paper 
Award at the Annual Southern Africa 
Institute for Management Scientists 
(SAIMS) 2010 Conference. Their paper 
with co-researcher Stellenbosch Univer-
sity’s Prof Christo Boshoff investigated the 
team input factors influencing the success 
of family businesses. In 2009 the team 
also won the Best Paper Award when 
NMMU hosted the conference. In 2006 
Prof Venter won the award with former 
department head Prof Johan Bosch. 
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Staff

Condolences

LUCKY readers can win two R100 Greenacres Shopping Centre vouchers and two 
R100 University Shop vouchers. Just read your talk@nmmu!

Congratulations to our September competition winners: Averil Matroos of 
North Campus Library, Yusuf Panday of Technical Services, Razina Langeveldt 
of Examinations and Tasneem Limbada of Physics. 

Answer the following questions (from articles in this edition):

1 Staff and students are set to benefit from new c………..e (13 letter word) links 
with Europe that could see as many as six NMMU doctoral and six masters’ 
students and four staff members heading for Europe to study in 2011. 

2 THE Vice-Chancellor’s Cultural evening this year has the interesting title 
R..……..e (8 letter word) featuring artists with a link to NMMU who have 
responded with their works to a selection of the Nelson Mandela Metropolitan 
Art Museum’s permanent collection. 

3 “For a b……r (8 letter word) future” is the theme for this year’s postgraduate 
awareness campaign running in September and October branded even with a 
billboard advertisement in Alistair Miller Drive at the airport. 

Correct answers, along with your name, surname, staff number, department 
and telephone number, can be e-mailed to elma.dekoker@nmmu.ac.za by  
22 October. 

Schuinvilla Pharmacy in Newton Park charges no additional fees, fax fees, 
telephone fees or delivery fees for chronic medication to members. Tel: 041 
3642109 or George Campus - Pacaltsdorp Pharmacy: Tel: 044 878 1707.

Rules    Only NMMU employees may take part in this competition.    Only e-mail entries 
qualify for this competition.   Staff who do not have access to e-mail may ask a colleague 
to submit their entry – just include the correct name, department and phone number of the 
person entering the competition.   Your full details must appear on the e-mail entry.    Only 
one entry per person is allowed.   The judges’ decision is final. 

MORE SKILLS  … Student Housing General Maintenance Practitioners (second 
from left) Thando Rubusana, Phindile Mbengo, Larry de Klerk and Jonathan 
Zomba completed a 20-day Basic Carpentry Course in August and September. 
They will now be able to speed up some minor jobs freeing Technical Services to 
focus on the bigger jobs. They are joined by senior manager operations Khotso 
Bada (left) and Student Housing Director Dr Shuping Mpuru (front right).

SINGERS … Education Faculty admin staff were treated to a scrumptious break-
fast on Secretaries Day on 1 September. Instead of the traditional thank you 
speeches, management expressed their appreciation in a song with much fun 
and laughter, from left Professors Nonnie Botha,  Alette Delport  and Denise 
Zinn (Dean) and Dr Noluthando Toni. Prof Laetitia Greyling and Tobeka 
Mapasa were the organisers. 

THE university staff and students extend their condolences to the family and 

friends of the following staff and students who passed away recently:

 BCom Law first-year student Carmella Bianchi `
Mechanical Engineering third-year student Chwayita Mbane  `
Retired African Languages lecturer  ` John Mohapeloa

We also extend our condolences to the following staff members whose 

family passed away recently:

Dr Logan Athiemoolam `  of Education (his father) 
Estelle Broekhuizen `  of Student Housing (her father)

Albert de Andrade `  of Technical Services (his father)

Khaya Matiso, `  Missionvale Campus Manager (his mother)

Johan Wasserman `  of Finance (his mother)

LOTS OF FUN … Chemistry’s Hazel Kendrick (back), Campus Health Services’ 
Nobatembu Mafanya (front from left), Technical Services’ Jennifer Kannemeyer 
and Campus Health Services’ Nomatemba Pangwa enjoyed the Association for 
Office Professionals of SA (OPSA) PE chapter’s secretaries day function which 
included sailing, a show by Gino Fabbri and sundowners at the Algoa Bay Yacht 
Club. Dean of Science Office secretary Alta Beer is on the committee of OPSA. 

MANY staff members participated 

in staff health month in September 

when Campus Health Services visit-

ed departments on the various cam-

puses to offer health screen tests. 

The annual event forms part of our 

campus health service and employee 

wellness programme and can monitor 

their health and wellbeing, ensuring 

that remedial measures are taken if 

necessary.

These tests included blood pres-

sure, blood sugar, iron levels, choles-

terol, tuberculosis screening and HIV/

AIDS testing. 

“Regular monitoring of your physi-

cal health status is preventative and 

can save many lives,” says Campus 

Health Services Director Sister Antoi-

nette Goosen. 

Hearing- and lung function testing 

is offered at the North Campus Clinic 

by appointment at X3364.

“The Health and Wellbeing of our 

staff is of vital importance to Campus 

Health Services”, says Antoinette.  

SETTING THE EXAMPLE 
… Vice-Chancellor Prof 
Derrick Swartz (centre 
front) set an example for 
all to become and stay 
healthy by having his 
health status screened by 
Campus Health Services’ 
Sister Valencia Benjamin 
(front left), Kobus Mag-
ielies (back, from left) 
and Sister Chan Heera. 
They are joined by IYDSA’s 
(Institute for Youth 
Development SA) Dr Dion 
Nortje (front right), HIV 
mentor on campus. 

Healthy happy staff 
Free health screen tests on campus 
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Social responsibility

“By buying a packet of candy floss, you didn’t only treat your sweet tooth 

to something delicious, but you helped raise money for the less fortunate,” 

says second-year Public Relations student Tracey-Lee Scott, who came up 

with the idea. Students ran a public relations campaign for a non-profit 

organisation and selected the Nonelel’uluntu Woman’s Organisation. 

They feed children twice a week and help them with their schoolwork, 

create awareness about HIV/Aids, and develop skills through programmes 

like beading workshops. The money donated was used to distribute food 

parcels in New Brighton. 

“DECREASE your footprint by increas-

ing your handprint” is the motto 

of a new student forum joining the 

South East African Climate Consor-

tium (SEACC), to raise awareness 

among students about “caring for 

our planet“ and “check our carbon 

footprint”. 

Our carbon footprint is the sum of 

all emissions of CO2 (carbon dioxide), 

which is produced by our activities in a 

given period. 

The forum consists of NMMU, 

Rhodes and Fort Hare students, with 

Walter Sisulu joining soon. 

The Sustainable Seas Trust and Wil-

derness Foundation form part of the 

consortium.  

Their launch coincided with the 

MIRANDA NTAKANA runs a soup 

kitchen for 20 families in Mother-

well, feeding more than 60 children 

on a Saturday and empowering 

young leaders who cannot find work 

or funding to study further. 

Although a few companies sponsor 

the kitchen on an ad-hoc basis, the 

costs are not nearly covered. 

GRYSBOK WALK … The public joined students at a fun-filled day on 
the South Campus Grysbok Trail raising funds for the Cape Recife Conservancy as 
part of national Arbor Week. 

Green to decrease footprint 
annual Arbor Week, the first week of 

September and activities focus on the 

effects of climate change and finding 

sustainable solutions. 

First projects included an aware-

ness campaign together with the 

Business Management Forum and 

tree planting on South Campus with 

Melodi residence students. 

On Saturday 4 September, the fo-

rum joined the NMMU Nature Reserve 

and Horticultural Department in their 

support of the Cape Recife Conservan-

cy inviting the public for fun walking, 

jogging or cycling on the Grysbok Envi-

ronmental Trail and buying plants.  

Arbor Week ended with Vice-Chan-

cellor Prof Derrick Swartz addressing 

students over lunch time at the Kraal 

on South Campus. 

Prof Swartz emphasised our respon-

sibility to make sure that the planet is 

“renewed for the next generation”. 

He pledged his support towards the 

forum and its work.

Respect for 
the natural 
environment

Skills for visionary leaders

EMPOWERING SKILLS 
… Academic Engage-
ment and Collabora-
tion’s Jean Williams 
(left) recently pre-
sented soup kitchen 
organiser Miranda 
Ntakana with a cer-
tificate for Practical 
Project Management 
which she completed 
in March. 

Our Centre for Academic Engage-

ment and Collaboration has, however, 

identified Miranda as someone with a 

vision and sponsored her to upgrade 

her skills free of charge with a Practi-

cal Project Management course at 

NMMU in March. 

The centre is continuing this initia-

tive for worthy applicants.  

Candy for charity 

Casual Day target 
of R5 000 reached 

LADIES AND A GENT … Engineering’s Charlene Dale (from left), Nicole Ward, 
Lizl du Preez, Prof Henk de Jager, Lizelle Pienaar, Mary-Ann Snyders, 
Brenda Setswana and Amy Butler enjoyed themselves. 

WE DID it … NMMU staff raised R 5 100 for our Casual Day project for per-

sons with disabilities, R530 more than in 2009. Thank you to everybody 

who bought stickers. We supported Cheshire Homes, the Cerebral Palsy 

Association and PE Mental Health. 

16th FLOOR MAIN BUILDING …  Dressing “funny” for charity were (back, from 
left) Nombeko Hobana, Tozama Mnonopi and Ursula Spies and (front) 
Doreen Hendricks, Leana Hay, Buli Gxotiwe and Michele du Preez. 
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Sport 

WINNING MOVES … NMMU’s Chess Club hosted its first Open Chess tournament 
with coach Tinus Goosen (centre) the open section winner joined by (from left) 
Sport Deputy Director Steven Thomas, players Mihloti Manganye and Noxolo 
Qanqa, EP Chess President Marius van Zyl, Frederick Odendaal (third place) and 
Khaya Qabaka (second place). Student Johannes Naudé was the B section win-
ner. 84 players from around the Eastern Cape and Beaufort West attended the 
event in September. 

FIRST FOR LADIES SOCCER … The ABSA NMMU Madibaz Ladies Soccer Team has 
qualified to play in the University Sports SA (USSA) National Club Championship 
in December at Rhodes University after winning the USSA Eastern Cape Football 
Regional League on 19 September. 

RELATIONSHIPS … Sport 
Director Dr Richard 
Stretch and the Sport 
Bureau cricket, hockey 
and rugby staff hosted 
feeder school Grey 
High School rector Neil 
Crawford and some of 
his staff to an evening 
of sharing ideas about 
the development of 
these sports at both 
institutions. 

WHAT started off as a nerve-wrack-

ing experience for nine staff mem-

bers and students, proved a reward-

ing and fun-filled event.

Faculty Administration staff Juliet 

Kakembo and Sandiswa Maswana 

joined the Learn the Swim course 

because they wanted to become com-

fortable with water, and have some 

fun in the sun with their children. 

When the Sport Bureau invited stu-

dents and staff who cannot swim, to 

learn this vital skill 

they “jumped” at 

the opportunity.

“Before I start-

ed I couldn’t swim at all.  I had a fear 

of drowning and simply putting my 

head under water, says Juliet.

The Learn to Swim programme un-

der the auspices of Swimming South 

Africa is offered twice a week, but the 

women say they enjoy it so much that 

they also swim in the gym on South 

Campus during their lunch break. 

“After our bodies stopped aching 

from the exercise, we craved more ex-

perience in the water,” says Juliet.

“Yes, we seek more challenges 

About 70% of South Africans are not proficient swimmers 

Excited about learning to swim 

WATER BABIES … Finance‘s Beryl Leeuw (from left) and Juliet Kakembo and Marilyn Philander of Faculty Administration 
enjoy their Learn to Swim classes offered by the Sport Bureau so much that they also swim during lunch break.  

when we have classes, and always ask 

our instructors if we can’t stay a little 

longer in the pool,” agrees Sandiswa.

For the two women, the classes 

are a necessity, as you never know if 

someone might need their help one 

day.  

About 70% of the South African 

population are not proficient swim-

mers, says Swimming South Africa. 

Business and Economic Sciences 

student and Learn to Swim instructor 

Lindelwa Mashalaba knows just what 

these “athletes” are going through 

since she joined the classes in 2007 

when she could not swim herself. 

The classes also teach people how 

to be water safe and confident and 

how to help themselves should an in-

cident occur. 

“One lady didn’t want to leave the 

edge of the small pool. Now she is 

able to swim half a length of the big 

pool,” says Lindelwa, adding how re-

warding it is to see people increasing 

their confidence in the water. 

- Genevieve Civico. 
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I had a fear of drowning and simply 
putting my head under water


